
2021-2022 SCHOOL YEAR INFORMATION

WWW.NSCSD.ORG

W
EL

C
O

M
E!

C
O

VI
D

-1
9 

M
A

N
A

G
EM

EN
T The North Syracuse Central School District is committed 

to protecting the health and safety of students, staff 
and building visitors and has created a plan to address 
concerns around COVID-19. 

MASKS: In accordance with updated CDC guidelines 
and New York State regulations recommending indoor 
masking for all individuals aged 2 years and older, the 
North Syracuse Central School District is requiring all 
students, staff, and visitors to wear a mask when inside 
of school and District buildings. The mask requirement 
applies to indoor settings and school vehicles occupied 
by students, except when eating or drinking. The 
policy includes students, teachers, staff, and visitors, 
regardless of vaccination status. In outdoor settings, 
students, staff, and visitors do not need to wear a 
mask; however, individuals who are not fully vaccinated 
should consider wearing a mask in crowded outdoor 
settings. Mask breaks will be provided.

When students are riding in school vehicles, all drivers 
and passengers are required to wear masks at all 
times. Masks will be provided for those individuals who 
forget to bring a mask. Masks are available in the  main 
office, nurse’s office, and on school vehicles.

SOCIAL DISTANCING: The CDC recommends that 
schools maintain at least 3 feet between students 
within the classroom combined with indoor mask 
wearing. When it is not possible to maintain 3 feet, other 
mitigation strategies will also be used (e.g., cohorting, 
improved ventilation, screening, hand washing, contact 
tracing).

TESTING: In collaboration with the Onondaga County 
Health Department, parents will be able to register their 
child for asymptomatic testing. The testing procedure 
may be viewed by clicking here.   Additional information 
will be sent in the first full week of September. 

Thank you for choosing the North Syracuse Central 
School District for your child’s educational needs! We 
are pleased to have you as a member of this wonderful 
community of a part of our great school system. 

We have created this information sheet to help our new 
families get the information they need. 

Please take a few minutes to look over the important 
information and also check out our comprehensive 
website at www.nscsd.org. Thank you again for 
choosing an education with us!

Welcome to the NSCSD!
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September 8. All students will attend school in-person 
5 days/week.Orientation and welcome back events have 
been planned at many of our schools. Families should 
check the online calendar at www.nscsd.org/calendar to 
find out what events are planned at their child’s school.

For students with documented medical needs, the 
District has partnered with OCM BOCES to offer a fully 
remote learning option.

Given the focus on returning as many students as 
possible to the classroom, NSCSD teachers will not be 
providing concurrent instruction. Remote learning will 
be strictly limited to students who qualify with a medical 
condition verified by medical documentation
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For the 2021-2022 school year, the NSCSD will provide 
free school breakfast and lunch meals to all students. 
Although meals are free, it is still important for families 
to fill out the free and reduced meal application. Doing 
so impacts the amount of aid the District receives and 
school aid directly impacts programs for students. 
Applications are available online at www.nscsd.org/
meals and are sent home with students.

Students will have opportunities to purchase additional 
food items through the District’s Food Service cafeteria 
programs.

http://www.nscsd.org/tfiles/folder3312/Final%20Reopening%20Plan.pdf
https://vimeo.com/586954444/1f4e67b112
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committed to offering all sports and activities this year. 
We will follow CDC recommendations and work closely 
with Onondaga County and the NYS Department of 
Health to ensure student safety. 

In accordance with NSCSD guidelines, masks WILL 
BE REQUIRED for everyone while indoors at NSCSD 
facilities including the inside of Michael Bragman 
Stadium regardless of vaccination status. While there 
are no current mask requirements for outdoor events, 
we highly encourage wearing a mask when closer than 
6 ft.  All attendance and masking policies are subject to 
change with public health guidance and policies.
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student. Chromebooks will be distributed at the start of 
the school year. Parents must sign a Chromebook lease 
agreement form prior to their child being issued the 
device. 

If students still have their Chromebook from summer 
programming or from last school year, they should return it 
ASAP so it can be inventoried and replaced. To maximize 
our resources, NSCSD provides 1 Chromebook per 
student.

If your child has trouble with their Chromebook or logging 
into ClassLink, they should  bring the issue to the attention 
of the Technology Assistant in their school building.
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drivers will wear a mask at all times when students are 
on board. The District will attempt to seat students by 
household and clean and disinfect vehicles at the end of 
each school day. When weather conditions allow, drivers 
will increase air flow on school vehicles by opening 
windows and roof hatches.

The District will provide regularly-scheduled late 
busing for extracurricular student activities. Busing will 
be provided Monday through Friday while school is in 
session.

If parents have a question about their child’s 
transportation or bus, they should call the Transportation 
Hotline at 315-218-2035 between the dates of August 16 
to September 17, 2021.  After these dates, please call 
315-218-2107.

Additional information about District transportation can 
be found on the website by clicking here. 
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should contact their child’s school nurse or health 
office. Contact information for the nurse/health office is 
located on each school’s website. 

In cases of student exposure at school, parents 
will be notified by the school nurse and/or school 
administration. Any student who was within 6 feet 
of a student positive for Covid-19 for more than 15 
cumulative minutes in a 24-hour period where masks 
were not utilized will need to be quarantined for 10 
days from the initial date of the exposure. 

If an exposed student is fully-vaccinated and 
asymptomatic, they can continue to attend in-person   
activities but should monitor for symptoms and get 
tested 3-5 days after the contact.

Fully vaccinated individuals exposed to COVID-19 who 
are experiencing symptoms consistent with COVID-19 
must isolate themselves and should be clinically 
evaluated for COVID-19 and tested for COVID-19 if 
indicated.

If a child becomes symptomatic while at school, a 
parent/guardian will be called by a school nurse to 
pick-up the child. To re-enter school, regardless of 
vaccination status, you must either (a) provide a 
negative COVID test result, or (b) remain excluded 
from school for a minimum of 10 calendar days from 
symptom onset, prior to returning to school. If student, 
teacher, or staff symptoms are improving AND they are 
fever-free for at least 24 hours without the use of fever 
reducing medicines, they may return to school with 
either a note from the healthcare provider indicating 
the test was negative OR a copy of the negative test 
result. 

The District will be monitoring positivity rates within 
our schools and community daily. If there is an uptick 
in positive cases in any school, grade level, or class, 
we will work with the NYS Department of Health and 
Onondaga County DOH to determine the best way to 
ensure student safety.

The District is committed to offering in-person 
instruction throughout the 2021-2022 school year. If 
there is a need to shift to remote instruction, parents 
will be notified by the Superintendent. Parents should 
arrange for emergency child-care plans prior to the start 
of the school year should there be a need for a child 
to quarantine or NSCSD to shift to remote instruction. 

http://www.nscsd.org/districtpage.cfm?pageid=838
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instruction for all students this year. We will continue 
to monitor positivity rates in each school and class. 
Parents should arrange for emergency child-care 
should a school, grade, or class need to shift to remote 
instruction.

Students will be attending school 5 days/week for in-
person instruction.  All students will follow their regular 
schedule while adhering to the NSCSD Reopening 
Plan.

Special Education and Related Services will be 
provided in their entirety as recommended on a 
student’s IEP.

In cases where students need to quarantine or isolate, 
accommodations will be made according to the student’s 
grade level. Given that school and classrooms will be 
at full capacity, NSCSD will not require teachers to 
provide concurrent instruction. Teachers will continue 
to provide instruction in the following ways based on 
grade level:

K-4: The teacher will provide instructional materials/
resources to students throughout the quarantine time. 
Concurrent instruction is not required. Teachers will 
utilize Google Classroom as their online platform.  
Teachers may generate hard copies of work for parent 
pick-up at teacher discretion.  Teachers may provide 
additional resources as needed.

5-7: Students will be provided direct support after 
school hours daily in each core area by grade level by 
certified teachers during the time they are quarantined 
or isolated. Classroom teachers will coordinate 
instruction and utilize Google Classroom as their online 
platform.

8-12: Students will contact the teacher for instructions 
to attend office hours virtually. Teachers will provide 
remote office hours as needed for students who are 
absent for an extended period of time. Teachers will 
utilize Google Classroom as their online platform.

Special Education: Special Education and Related 
Services need to be provided in their entirety as 
recommended on their IEP using Google Meet.
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the NSCSD encourages all eligible individuals to consider 
receiving the COVID-19 vaccine after discussion with 
their primary care provider. 

Onondaga County is hosting various vaccination clinics 
throughout the county. Click here to learn more about 
vaccination clinics or click here to learn about testing 
options. 
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designated a District-wide COVID-19 safety 
coordinator. Christopher R. Leahey, Ed.D., Associate 
Superintendent for Teaching & Learning, will serve as 
the District-wide COVID-19 safety coordinator. Each 
building’s principal or designated administrator will act 
as the COVID-19 safety coordinator for that building.

Safety coordinators are responsible for continuous 
compliance with all aspects of the District’s reopening 
plan, as well as any phased-in reopening activities 
necessary to allow for operational issues to be resolved 
before activities return to normal or “new normal” 
levels. Any questions should be referred to them.

Safety coordinators can answer questions regarding 
COVID-19 from students, faculty, staff and parents/
legal guardians.

Each school nurse will also serve as their building’s 
COVID-19 resource. The school nurse will be the main 
contact upon identification of a positive COVID-19 
case. School nurses can be contacted by calling the 
building’s health office. Contact information is provided 
on each building’s website.  

The North Syracuse Central School District will not 
tolerate bullying or harassment of any sort and has 
designated DASA Coordinators at each building. Click 
here to learn more. 
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http://www.nscsd.org/tfiles/folder3312/Final%20Reopening%20Plan.pdf
http://www.nscsd.org/tfiles/folder3312/Final%20Reopening%20Plan.pdf
https://covid19.ongov.net/vaccine/1st-dose-screening-form/
https://covid19.ongov.net/vaccine/1st-dose-screening-form/
https://covid19.ongov.net/appointments/#SEC
https://covid19.ongov.net/appointments/#SEC
https://sites.google.com/nscsd.org/dasa
https://sites.google.com/nscsd.org/dasa



