
one at our Curriculum Nights on 

9/11, 9/13, and 10/4 as we wel-

come and talk about all the chal-

lenges and changes facing us for 

the upcoming year.  I am excited 

to take on all that is in front of us 

for the purpose of giving each 

student the best education and 

opportunities possible!  Have a 

great month. 

     How did you play the 

game?  Did you always take the 

middle square in tic-tac-toe?  Did 

you connect your ships to be 

tricky or spread them out in 

Battleship?  And most important-

ly, where did you hide your flag 

in Stratego—”A Game of Strate-

gy”? 

     Our strategies make us pur-

poseful, and ultimately determine 

effectiveness.  As we enter a new 

school year, Allen Road, along 

with the entire North Syracuse 

School District will begin to im-

plement it’s new three year Stra-

tegic Plan. It offers us a defined 

purpose and direction for all 

staff, students, and parents, to 

ensure effectiveness in student 

learning.  I hope you will take 

some time to become familiar 

with the document which will 

drive our efforts, energies, and 

initiatives over the next three 

years.  I also plan to take some 

time each month at our PTO 

meeting to look at and discuss 

various parts of this plan—I look 

forward to you being a part of 

this ongoing dialogue. 

     Also, please note that our 

newsletter each month will be 

emailed out to all parents, with 

the full version always available 

online.  Please go online over the 

next few days to read all of the 

important and interesting infor-

mation that is part of our full 

September Gazette.  In future 

months, you will be able to link 

directly to the complete docu-

ment the email, which will in-

clude items listed as “Inside This 

Issue” on the left. 

     Finally—I hope to see every-

The new school year is already 

off to a great start with kinder-

garten and new student orienta-

tions, a new board, new fundrais-

ers and initiatives, and our Back 

To School Barbecue. 

Please join me in welcoming our 

new board: Sarah Corsivo, Hele-

ne Degan, Jackie Cokran, There-

sa Capria, Erin Lachut, and Kelly 

Rodoski.  

Also, our Facebook page has had 

a facelift and we hope you will 

“Like” it and share your 

thoughts. 

Please visit the ARE PTO 

webpage for full information on 

events, agendas, contact infor-

mation and more...Here’s to a 

GREAT year! 

 

  ~ Tina Gauthier, PTO President 

I N S I D E  T H E  

O N L I N E . . .  
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9/11   1st and 2nd Grade Curriculum Night @ 

6:30 

9/13   3rd and 4th Grade Curriculum Night @ 

6:30 

9/19   PTO Meeting  @ 6:00 

9/24   PTO Fall    Fundraiser begins during the next marking period 

as we will offer a variety of activi-

ties for them to be a part of! 

     Finally, October we will con-

tinue offering information about 

our building that you may find 

useful as a parent.  November is 

our Student Awareness Month, 

so we will discuss student safety 

at both our October and No-

vember meetings with a speaker 

from McMahon-Ryan Advocacy 

Center visiting the evening of the 

11th, and a review of safety pro-

cedures at the November PTO 

meeting.   

     It seems to take no time at all 

to get back up to full speed each 

fall, so please let us know if you 

need anything to help make this 

‘take-off’ more 

smooth! 

  

 

     Aside from getting our best 

summer weather when we were 

all back inside for the start of 

school, it has been a great open-

ing month!  Thank you for your 

support at Curriculum Night! 

     In October we keep moving 

along academically, socially, and 

informationally and I would like 

to quickly make sure you are up 

to speed in each area.  Academ-

ically, classrooms have estab-

lished their routines and com-

pleted most baseline assess-

ments.  These enable them to 

start grouping students in the 

classroom by need, and to identi-

fy certain students for services 

they may qualify for.  Additional-

ly, most grade level teams are 

beginning their weekly WIN 

times (What I Need) which helps 

differentiate instruction even 

more to meet individual needs. 

     Socially, we look forward to 

our first fun event of the year on 

the 27th: our Fall Family Fun 

Fest!  Check out the details on 

the PTO’s new look website.  

With some new ideas this year, 

it’s a great way to connect out-

side of school and socialize with 

other students and families.  

Additionally, if you didn’t sign 

your child up for the 1st quarter 

After School Enrichment Activi-

ties, make sure to consider this 

     Happy October Allen Road 

families!! The first month has flown 

by for the PTO and we are in full 

swing for the school year! Thank 

you everyone who stopped after-

wards for our Back to School BBQ 

after curriculum nights! We heard 

great feedback from families!  

     Our PTO meeting this month is 

October 11th at 6pm in our school 
library. Child care will be provided. 

For October and November, Mr. 

Lunden along with Maureen Foran-

Mocete from McMahon-Ryan will 

be speaking about student safety. 

Please join us to learn more about 

what steps are being taken to as-

sure your child is educated about 

safety and that the school is safe.  
     Our Box Tops contest runs until 

October 13th. Be sure to send in your 

box tops to help your child’s class-

room win!  

     New this year with our Fall Fun 

Fest is the Trunk or Treat on Octo-

ber 27th! Decorate your trunk and 

hand out treats to the kids for a night 
of fun. Inside will be fun activities for 

you and the family.   

 

Gina Baker and Ashley Kirby 

PTO Co-Presidents 

arepto@gmail.com 
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• 10/4—Jack  

Gramlich visiting 

for 4th Grade 

• 10/6—School 

Pictures 

• 10/9—Columbus 

Day—No School 

• 10/11—6:00—

PTO Meeting 

• 10/13—3rd Grade 

Field Trip 

• 10/27—6:00—

PTO Fall Family 

Fun Fest 

 

 

In the        

Spotlight 

If you haven’t already 
done so, take a moment 
as the year begins to: 

Follow Mr. Lunden on 
Twitter for school up-

dates and information at 

@AREPrincipal 

And don’t forget to ‘Like’ 
our  

PTO Facebook page  

where they share infor-
mation about events, 

meetings, and more to 
keep you up to date and 

involved! 

https://www.mcmahonryan.org/
https://www.mcmahonryan.org/
http://www.readingrockets.org/article/what-differentiated-instruction
https://sites.google.com/view/allen-road-pto
https://sites.google.com/view/allen-road-pto/after-school-enrichment
https://sites.google.com/view/allen-road-pto/after-school-enrichment
https://www.facebook.com/AllenRoadElementary/
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A leader is a 

dealer               

in hope. 

 

~Napoleon 

Bonaparte 

 

Central Office Administration: 

Allen Road Elementary Office Staff: 

 

A L L E N  R O A D  E L E M E N T A R Y  S C H O O L  

G A T O R  G A Z E T T E  E * N E W S  

Michael Shusda—President 

Michael Mirizio —Vice-President 

Paul Farfaglia 

George Harrington 

Michael Leone 

Erin McDonald 

Jacqueline Owens 

Mary Scanlon 

Patrick Svoboda 

 

 NORTH SYRACUSE CENTRAL SCHOOL       

DISTRICT MISSION STATEMENT  

The students, residents and staff of the North Syra-

cuse Central School District will work collabora-

tively to ensure a respectful and diversified learn-

ing environment. Our collective focus is to provide 

educational experiences and opportunities that 

inspire students to reach their individual potential 

as productive citizens.  

 

 

 

Adopted by the Board of Education, August 11, 2014  

North Syracuse Board of Education: 

Ms. Annette Speach  Superintendent of Schools   

 

Donald F.X. Keegan    Associate Superintendent for Business Services 

Jason Nephew   Assistant Superintendent for Human Resources 

Daniel Bowles   Associate Superintendent for Teaching and Learning 

Dawn Wilczynski  Assistant Superintendent for Instruction 

Valerie DiFlorio   Executive Director for Diverse Learning                   

    and Student Support 

Donna Marie Norton  Executive Director for Data and Accountability 

David M. Lunden  Building Principal 

 

Kathy See and Robin Floyd Secretaries    218-2300 

        Fax: 218-2385 

Anna Werksman  School Nurse    218-2303 

 

School Hours: 8:30-4:00     Student Hours:  9:00-3:20 
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It is easier to 

build strong 

children than to 

repair broken 

men.  

 

~Frederick 

Douglass  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thank you for everyone who came to our first meeting of the year! It 
was great seeing many new and old faces! Can’t wait to work along 
side with each and every one of you! Please take a minute to read 

over the minutes from September’s meeting here. See you this month, 
October 11th at 6pm.  

 

Mark these important Dates for October: 

• October 6th-- School Pictures 
• October 11th—PTO meeting at 6pm 
• October 13th—Box Top contest due date 
• October 27th—Trunk or Treat/Fall Fun Fest  

 

 

Our meeting dates for the rest of the year are:  

• November 8th  
• January 10th  
• February 7th 
• March 14th 
• April 11th 
• May 9th 

 

 

All our meetings are held in the school library at 6pm. Child care will 
be provided by volunteers from the National Honor Society students.  

 

 
 

A L L E N  R O A D  E L E M E N T A R Y  S C H O O L  

G A T O R  G A Z E T T E  E * N E W S  

http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/quotes/f/frederickd201574.html
http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/quotes/f/frederickd201574.html
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B7Wg4r_3MVAATUxPWXZ1SVc5b0E/view?usp=sharing
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It is easier to 

build strong 

children than to 

repair broken 

men.  

 

~Frederick 

Douglass  

 

 

 

Please take a minute to look over our committees and consider helping out by 
joining one! We’d love to have any input/help with anything.  

 

Playground Committee  Chair:  Aubrey Barone  aubreytbarone@gmail.com 

In order to raise the funds to replace the wooden section of the playground, this committee is focused on addi-
tional fundraisers during the 2017/2018 school year through events such as our adults’ only evening, corpo-
rate sponsorships and upcoming brick sale. YOUR opinion counts in developing our new playground—we 

need your help to build it.  See Aubrey today! 

 
Fall Fun Festival Committee (Event Date: October 27, 2017)  Chair:  Gina Baker  bakergina830@outlook.com 

This year ARE families are invited to “Trunk-or-Treat” in their Halloween costumes with activities and snacks 
to follow.  Register your trunks to make this event SPOOKTACULAR!  Contact Gina with ideas or to help for 

the event.  

 
Box Tops for Education (Ongoing across the school year)  Chair: Melissa Brown  lilmommamcb@gmail.com 

Box Tops are found on numerous consumer products and these $.10 items can add up quickly to help fund our 
school programs!  Please send your Box Tops throughout the year and contact Melissa to help cut, count 

and bag Box Tops.   

 
Winter Wonderland Committee (Event Date: December 13)  Chair: Ashley Kirby  kirby.family08@gmail.com 

This event celebrates the season with the lighting of our Festival of Trees, holiday shops to purchase gifts, play 
games and sing carols.  Come help us with the shopping and planning to make the most out of this holiday 

event!  Please contact Ashley to help. 

 
Labor of Love Committee (Event Date: February 8)  Chair:  Susan Smith   sassysuz1981@yahoo.com 

Labor of Love event encourages our children and community to give back to others through sharing a meal 
together and raising funds for a non-profit organization near and dear to our hearts.   Please see Susan if you 

have an organization you’d like ARE to support or if you can help plan this feel good event!   

 
Literacy Night Committee (Event Date: March 29)    Chair:  Stacy Orefice  stacy.orefice@gmail.com 

March is Parents as Reading Partners (PARP) month and this event celebrates our students’ hard work of read-
ing all month long.  See Stacy if you love a good book and would like to work with our teachers in planning 

this event that makes reading fun! 

 
Race for Education Committee (Event Date: May 17)  Chairs:  Gina Baker and Ashley Kirby 

Our school has decided to do only one fundraiser throughout the year to support the operating costs of the 
programs we offer such as field trips and to help fund capital projects that enrich our students’ experiences 
and education at ARE.  Stay tuned on how YOU can encourage others to support our school and to help 

execute our main fundraising event. 

 
Carnival Committee  (Event Date: June 8, 2018)  Chairs:  Gina Baker and Ashley Kirby   

The ARE Carnival is a 50+ year tradition that kicks off summer with games, prizes and food in a night full of 
fun!  Help us keep the tradition alive with fresh ideas and volunteer some time during this labor intensive 

event. 

 

A L L E N  R O A D  E L E M E N T A R Y  S C H O O L  

G A T O R  G A Z E T T E  E * N E W S  

http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/quotes/f/frederickd201574.html
http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/quotes/f/frederickd201574.html
mailto:aubreytbarone@gmail.com
mailto:bakergina830@outlook.com
mailto:lilmommamcb@gmail.com
mailto:kirby.family08@gmail.com
mailto:sassysuz1981@yahoo.com
mailto:stacy.orefice@gmail.com
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I want my 

children to have 

all the things I 

couldn't afford. 

Then I want to 

move in with 

them.  

 

~Phyllis Diller  

 

 

 

From the Health Office… 

Well, September was very busy and flew by. Thank you to everyone who sent in 

updated physicals and dental certificates on your children- keep them coming! 

 

Hearing & Vision screening: New York State mandates that school nurses screen 

students for hearing and vision. In the month of October the following grades will 

be screened: Second and third graders. First graders and Kindergarten will be 

done later. Fourth graders are not mandated to be screened. If I have any con-

cerns I will notify you. 

 

Seasonal Flu: The Centers for disease Control and prevention recommends chil-

dren 6 months-18 years get an annual flu vaccine as soon as it is available. Check 

out the parent’s guide for flu symptoms and prevention on my website. 

 

Wellness wakeup Call: This month we will be learning about Allergies. Check out 

the monthly recipe on my website– Tri-Color Quinoa Corn Salad! 

As always-, if you have any concerns- please feel free to contact me. 

Mrs. Werksman RN 

218-2303 or awerksma@nscsd.org  

 

 Important Reminders…At dismissal time, 

 please remember to: 

 

• Bring in identification 

• NOT to park by the opening at the north end of the build-

ing where we have ‘No Parking’ signs posted. 

• Remain in the foyer area and not move to the hallway 

openings for safety and to minimize disruption at dismissal 

time. 

 

A L L E N  R O A D  E L E M E N T A R Y  S C H O O L  

G A T O R  G A Z E T T E  E * N E W S  

http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/quotes/p/phyllisdil121653.html
mailto:awerksma@nscsd.org
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