
     Finally—I hope to see 

everyone at our Curriculum 

Nights on 9/11, 9/13, and 10/4 as 

we welcome and talk about all 

the challenges and changes facing 

us for the upcoming year.  I am 

excited to take on all that is in 

front of us for the purpose of 

giving each student the best 

education and opportunities 

possible!  Have a great month. 

     How did you play the 

game?  Did you always take the 

middle square in tic-tac-toe?  Did 

you connect your ships to be 

tricky or spread them out in 

Battleship?  And most 

importantly, where did you hide 

your flag in Stratego—”A Game 

of Strategy”? 

     Our strategies make us 

purposeful, and ultimately 

determine effectiveness.  As we 

enter a new school year, Allen 

Road, along with the entire 

North Syracuse School District 

will begin to implement it’s new 

three year Strategic Plan. It offers 

us a defined purpose and 

direction for all staff, students, 

and parents, to ensure 

effectiveness in student learning.  

I hope you will take some time 

to become familiar with the 

document which will drive our 

efforts, energies, and initiatives 

over the next three years.  I also 

plan to take some time each 

month at our PTO meeting to 

look at and discuss various parts 

of this plan—I look forward to 

you being a part of this ongoing 

dialogue. 

     Also, please note that our 

newsletter each month will be 

emailed out to all parents, with 

the full version always available 

online.  Please go online over the 

next few days to read all of the 

important and interesting 

information that is part of our 

full September Gazette.  In future 

months, you will be able to link 

directly to the complete 

document the email, which will 

include items listed as “Inside 

This Issue” on the left. 

The new school year is already 

off to a great start with 

kindergarten and new student 

orientations, a new board, new 

fundraisers and initiatives, and 

our Back To School Barbecue. 

Please join me in welcoming our 

new board: Sarah Corsivo, 

Helene Degan, Jackie Cokran, 

Theresa Capria, Erin Lachut, and 

Kelly Rodoski.  

Also, our Facebook page has had 

a facelift and we hope you will 

“Like” it and share your 

thoughts. 

Please visit the ARE PTO 

webpage for full information on 

events, agendas, contact 

information and more...Here’s to 

a GREAT year! 

 

  ~ Tina Gauthier, PTO President 
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9/11   1st and 2nd Grade Curriculum Night @ 

6:30 

9/13   3rd and 4th Grade Curriculum Night @ 

6:30 

9/19   PTO Meeting  @ 6:00 

9/24   PTO Fall    Fundraiser begins months. 

     Additionally, I want to take 

one more opportunity to thank 

our PTO for their hard work to 

enrich all of our students social 

experience across the year with 

all they do to build school 

community!  I also want to thank 

an incredible staff for the 

amazing job they have done 

preparing your child to move on 

to the next level in the fall. 

     Please keep reading with your 

child over the summer to help us 

prevent regression, and check 

our web page during July and 

August for many updates and 

insights into what is happening at 

Allen Road across the entire 

summer. 

     Most of all—thank you to all 

of the students for making us 

adults smile each 

day and for 

making Allen 

Road 

     This month marks my 20th 

wedding anniversary.  Full 

disclosure:  I can’t say I remember 

much from the ceremony due to 

nerves, but one part that will 

forever stand out was when the 

pastor attempted humor to relieve 

our nerves.  It was at the point of 

saying ‘I Do’.  Once I stated it 

aloud, he quickly quipped 

“Simultaneously the longest and 

shortest sentence known to 

man” (met with mixed reviews). 

   What strikes me though is the 

similarity between that phrase 

and what I think all of us feel as 

parents, staff, and students when 

we reach June each year.  An 

elementary school year has a 

funny way of feeling like 

September was both ’forever’ 

ago, and yesterday, at the same 

time.  This year is obviously no 

different with all we have packed 

in! 

     Your support as a parent, the 

expertise and caring of our staff, 

and the hard work of your 

children have made for a great 

school year.  My hope this 

summer is that you will find time 

to look back across the year—

maybe while sitting together and 

leafing through the yearbook—

and see how far your son/

daughter has come in just ten 

     Happy June ARE families. It 

was so nice to see so many of 

you at our annual PTO Carnival 

last Friday. We hope you and 

your families had a great time! 

We want to thank the many 

volunteers who helped to make 

this event possible for our 

children. We could not have 

done it without you!  

     Thank you as well for 

everyone’s support of our Race 

For Education—the students had 

a great deal of fun and we raised 

a large amount of funds necessary 

for our operating costs! 

     We’ll see you in the Fall for 

another successful school year! We 

wish much success to our 4th graders 

who will be moving on to Roxboro 

Middle. You will be missed, but 

remember you will always be an 

Allen Road Gator! Enjoy your 

summer everyone!  

 

Kim Kennedy and Ashley Kirby 

PTO Co-Presidents 

arepto@gmail.com 
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 6/2—PTO 

Carnival 

 6/5—Band/

Orchestra      

Concert 

 6/8—Half Day 

 6/12—6/16—PE 

Water Days 

 6/13—Jack  

Gramlich visiting 

for Kindergarten 

 6/22—Last Day 

for students (Full 

Day) 

 

 

In the        

Spotlight 

 

Click and visit our  
 

Allen Road PTO   
Facebook page 

 

Scroll down to see 
pictures of our recent 
visit from the Carnival! 

https://www.facebook.com/AllenRoadElementary/
https://www.facebook.com/AllenRoadElementary/
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A leader is a 

dealer               

in hope. 

 

~Napoleon 

Bonaparte 

 

Central Office Administration: 

Allen Road Elementary Office Staff: 

 

A L L E N  R O A D  E L E M E N T A R Y  S C H O O L  

G A T O R  G A Z E T T E  E * N E W S  

Michael Shusda—President 

Michael Mirizio —Vice-President 

Paul Farfaglia 

George Harrington 

Elizabeth Kasch 

Michael Leone 

Scot McClintock 

Jacqueline Owens 

Mary Scanlon 

 

 NORTH SYRACUSE CENTRAL SCHOOL       

DISTRICT MISSION STATEMENT  

The students, residents and staff of the North 

Syracuse Central School District will work 

collaboratively to ensure a respectful and 

diversified learning environment. Our collective 

focus is to provide educational experiences and 

opportunities that inspire students to reach their 

individual potential as productive citizens.  

 

 

 

Adopted by the Board of Education, August 11, 2014  

North Syracuse Board of Education: 

Ms. Annette Speach  Superintendent of Schools   

 

Donald F.X. Keegan    Associate Superintendent for Business Services 

Jason Nephew   Assistant Superintendent for Human Resources 

Daniel Bowles   Associate Superintendent for Teaching and Learning 

Dawn Wilczynski  Assistant Superintendent for Instruction 

Valerie DiFlorio   Executive Director for Diverse Learning                   

    and Student Support 

Donna Marie Norton  Executive Director for Data and Accountability 

David M. Lunden  Building Principal 

 

Kathy See and Robin Floyd Secretaries    218-2300 

        Fax: 218-2385 

Anna Werksman  School Nurse    218-2303 

 

School Hours: 8:30-4:00     Student Hours:  9:00-3:20 
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It is easier to 

build strong 

children than to 

repair broken 

men.  

 

~Frederick 

Douglass  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Box Tops: 
 

Just a reminder to keep saving those Box Tops over the summer for our fall contest!  This school 
year we have raised about $1300.00.  Look for our fall contest instructions in the 17-18 school 
year.  Don't forget to check out the website at http://www.boxtops4education.com for coupons 
and sweepstakes.  Also download the Box Tops for Education app in the Google Play store or Apple 
app store to earn the school bonus box tops.  It is as simple as scanning your receipts after grocery 
shopping.  Happy Clipping! 

 

Race for Education: 
 

Thank you for sending in labels with addresses. We are still receiving donations. So far we have 
raised just over $15,000!  

 

Playground News: 
 

We are forming a committee to help with the plans for the new section of the playground. Please 
email us at arepto@gmail.com if you are interested in being on this committee, or have 
information that we would find useful in our process.  

 

Staying in Touch: 
 

Facebook 
Please “Like” us on Facebook, and be sure to “follow” us as well. This will help keep you up to date 
on all things Allen Road! Click here to find our page. https://www.facebook.com/
AllenRoadElementary/?ref=aymt_homepage_panel  

Look for our giveaway contest on Wednesday, June 7. Just follow the directions on the 

post for your chance to win a free gift card to WonderWorks or Dave and Busters! 

 

Text/Email Alerts 
Also, sign up for text and/or email alerts at the following link: 

http://www.nscsd.org/district.cfm?subpage=53630 

 

A L L E N  R O A D  E L E M E N T A R Y  S C H O O L  

G A T O R  G A Z E T T E  E * N E W S  

http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/quotes/f/frederickd201574.html
http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/quotes/f/frederickd201574.html
http://www.boxtops4education.com
mailto:arepto@gmail.com
https://www.facebook.com/AllenRoadElementary/?ref=aymt_homepage_panel
https://www.facebook.com/AllenRoadElementary/?ref=aymt_homepage_panel
http://www.nscsd.org/district.cfm?subpage=53630


P A G E  4  

It is easier to 

build strong 

children than to 

repair broken 

men.  

 

~Frederick 

Douglass  

 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

A L L E N  R O A D  E L E M E N T A R Y  S C H O O L  

G A T O R  G A Z E T T E  E * N E W S  

A special thank you to our Allen Road Caring 

Club members for their work this year... 

http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/quotes/f/frederickd201574.html
http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/quotes/f/frederickd201574.html
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I want my 

children to have 

all the things I 

couldn't afford. 

Then I want to 

move in with 

them.  

 

~Phyllis Diller  

 

 

 

        From the Health Office… 

Last day to pick up your child’s medication will be  

JUNE 22
nd

 through 4 PM. Any medication  picked up will be 

discarded. 

Please have your Doctor fill out a new  

 form for the next school year if needed. 

This can be printed from my website. 

New York State law requires students entering Kindergarten, 2
nd

 

and 4
th

 grades to have a valid Health Examination. They may be 

dated anytime within 12 months prior to the start of the 2017-2018 

schoolyear. Forms can be printed of my website. 

I will be working at school at the end of August. I will post the dates 

and times on my website, so if you would like to drop off medication 

or have any questions for me – I will be available, but please call 

before coming! I hope you have a  Summer – stay HEALTHY 

and SAFE!! 

 

Mrs. Werksman RN  

315-218-2303 or email awerksma@nscsd.org  

A L L E N  R O A D  E L E M E N T A R Y  S C H O O L  

G A T O R  G A Z E T T E  E * N E W S  

http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/quotes/p/phyllisdil121653.html
mailto:awerksma@nscsd.org
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I want my 

children to have 

all the things I 

couldn't afford. 

Then I want to 

move in with 

them.  

 

~Phyllis Diller  

 

 

 

                 Life in the Library… 
 

       

 

 

 

Reading over the summer helps students avoid the “summer slide”. 

According to NYSED.gov, students who don’t read during the summer lose 

up to a month’s reading instruction. The Northern Onondaga Public Library 

has a summer reading program to fit all ages. This year their theme is 

“Build a Better World”. For more information check out the site http://

www.nopl.org/my-nopl/summer-reading-program/. 

Looking back, we have been busy learning about a variety of library skills 

and authors this past month.  

In third and fourth grade we learned about the databases that the district 

pays for where students can use to find age appropriate research and e-

books. We also spent time learning about notetaking skills. Fourth graders 

are going to finish out the year by doing an author study on Emmy award 

winning author William Joyce. Third graders are going to compare different 

versions of “Jack and the Beanstalk” based on books set in other cultures 

and from other points of view. 

In second grade we have done an author study on Kathryn Otoshi and are 

starting another author study on Janell Cannon. We will end the year 

reading books by Caldecott award winning author/illustrator, Jon Klassen. 

In first grade we have been learning about the difference between fiction 

and nonfiction books, how books are organized in the “everybody” section 

and how nonfiction books are arranged on the shelf. We will finish out the 

year with an author study on Doreen Cronin. 

In Kindergarten we have learned about the difference between photographs 

and illustrations. We also learned about how everybody books are in ABC 

order. We will finish out the year by reading some of Mrs. Benson’s favorite 

stories, “Corduroy” by Don Freeman and “The Monster at the End of this 

Book” by Jon Stone. 

Have a safe and happy summer and I look forward to hearing about all the 

wonderful books that the students read over the summer!  

 

A L L E N  R O A D  E L E M E N T A R Y  S C H O O L  

G A T O R  G A Z E T T E  E * N E W S  

Build a Better World         

at NOPL 

http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/quotes/p/phyllisdil121653.html
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