
     Finally—I hope to see 

everyone at our Curriculum 

Nights on 9/11, 9/13, and 10/4 as 

we welcome and talk about all 

the challenges and changes facing 

us for the upcoming year.  I am 

excited to take on all that is in 

front of us for the purpose of 

giving each student the best 

education and opportunities 

possible!  Have a great month. 

     How did you play the 

game?  Did you always take the 

middle square in tic-tac-toe?  Did 

you connect your ships to be 

tricky or spread them out in 

Battleship?  And most 

importantly, where did you hide 

your flag in Stratego—”A Game 

of Strategy”? 

     Our strategies make us 

purposeful, and ultimately 

determine effectiveness.  As we 

enter a new school year, Allen 

Road, along with the entire 

North Syracuse School District 

will begin to implement it’s new 

three year Strategic Plan. It offers 

us a defined purpose and 

direction for all staff, students, 

and parents, to ensure 

effectiveness in student learning.  

I hope you will take some time 

to become familiar with the 

document which will drive our 

efforts, energies, and initiatives 

over the next three years.  I also 

plan to take some time each 

month at our PTO meeting to 

look at and discuss various parts 

of this plan—I look forward to 

you being a part of this ongoing 

dialogue. 

     Also, please note that our 

newsletter each month will be 

emailed out to all parents, with 

the full version always available 

online.  Please go online over the 

next few days to read all of the 

important and interesting 

information that is part of our 

full September Gazette.  In future 

months, you will be able to link 

directly to the complete 

document the email, which will 

include items listed as “Inside 

This Issue” on the left. 

The new school year is already 

off to a great start with 

kindergarten and new student 

orientations, a new board, new 

fundraisers and initiatives, and 

our Back To School Barbecue. 

Please join me in welcoming our 

new board: Sarah Corsivo, 

Helene Degan, Jackie Cokran, 

Theresa Capria, Erin Lachut, and 

Kelly Rodoski.  

Also, our Facebook page has had 

a facelift and we hope you will 

“Like” it and share your 

thoughts. 

Please visit the ARE PTO 

webpage for full information on 

events, agendas, contact 

information and more...Here’s to 

a GREAT year! 

 

  ~ Tina Gauthier, PTO President 
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9/11   1st and 2nd Grade Curriculum Night @ 

6:30 

9/13   3rd and 4th Grade Curriculum Night @ 

6:30 

9/19   PTO Meeting  @ 6:00 

9/24   PTO Fall    Fundraiser begins transitioning from elementary to 

middle school. 

     She was confident, intelligent, 

caring, and a great leader.  It was 

amazing to take a day ‘off’ from 

being busy, and have some quality 

time getting to know one of our 

students that I have watched 

grow from Kindergarten. 

     Elementary school can be 

tough for staff as we rarely get to 

see the finished product of our 

work.  But this week we caught a 

glimpse of the future, and 

although I will be sad to see 

Elizabeth and her 4th grade 

classmates leave Allen Road for 

middle school, she is ready—they 

are ready—and middle school 

should be honored to have them!    

I’m glad I wasn’t too busy to 

catch a glimpse of our future, as I 

now know we are 

in excellent 

hands!  Have a safe 

and happy summer! 

          Busy.  Does the word 

truly have any context anymore 

with all we are doing every 

minute of every day?  It’s as if life 

is so hectic that busy is now the 

rule—not the exception.  And 

for us at school, ‘busy’ is what 

robs us of taking in the moment 

and seeing what we do with kids.  

Fortunately, this week I had the 

chance to be less ‘busy’ and soak 

in some rewards of working with 

the children that will someday be 

our leaders and caretakers. 

     This morning we hosted our 

2nd annual Graduation Walk 

with Allen Road graduating 

seniors returning to the school in 

their caps and gowns and walking 

the halls to Pomp and 

Circumstance—what a sight!  

They have grown up to be 

strong, caring, smart, and 

successful. 

     And just as special, yesterday 

I had the pleasure of sitting back 

a little and watching 4th grader 

Elizabeth Smith be Principal for a 

Day at Allen Road.  I’m actually 

afraid she may have filled my 

shoes a little TOO good!  

Elizabeth led meetings, 

supervised the cafeteria, led the 

announcements, visited 

classrooms, and even met with 

Superintendent Annette Speech 

to offer student feedback on 

     As we approach the end of the 

school year I wanted to thank all of 

our parents, teachers, and 

volunteers for an amazing year!!  

As we look back, please know that 

you were a big part in making 2017

-2018 a memorable year! 

     A huge thank you to all those 

that participated in our Race for 

Education. It was a great day with 

perfect weather, healthy snacks, 

mascots, and fast running!!  

     Everyone's favorite and our last 

event of the year Carnival is Friday 

June 8th 5:00-8:00. Fun for the 

entire family with new games, prizes, 

food trucks, ice cream, and more! 

Your help and participation is always 

appreciated and needed to make these 

events  possible. If you can volunteer, 

we still need you!  Click HERE to sign 

up—it’s fast, easy, and much needed!  

We hope to see you all there!! 

     Stay in touch this summer through 

email arepto@gmail.com or on our 

Allen Road Facebook page. Have a safe 

and happy summer-enjoy your families! 

 

Gina Baker 

PTO president 

arepto@gmail.com 
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“Education is not filling a 

pail but the lighting       

of a fire.” 

 ~William Butler Yeats 
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 6/1—School 

Spirit Day 

 6/4—6:30—Band 

and Orchestra 

Concert @ 

RRMS 

 6/8—Half Day—

Noon Dismissal 

 6/8—5:00—PTO 

Carnival 

 6/12—Jack 

Gramlich 

visiting for         

Kindergarten 

 6/21—Last Day 

for Students—

Noon Dismissal 

 

 

In the        

Spotlight 

To catch a glimpse 
of our Principal for 

a Day in action  

 

Click Here 

 

And see how 
NewsChannel 9 did 
a great feature on 
her experience at 

Allen Road! 

https://are.ptboard.com/sgnvw?signup=Sq5b8vsHQSWSVfDWTZGPhnN___6hN9U0sn___px4GV6g
mailto:arepto@gmail.com
mailto:arepto@gmail.com
http://www.localsyr.com/news/local-news/4th-grader-becomes-principal-for-a-day-at-allen-road-elementary-school/1211202486
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A leader is a 

dealer               

in hope. 

 

~Napoleon 

Bonaparte 

 

Central Office Administration: 

Allen Road Elementary Office Staff: 

 

A L L E N  R O A D  E L E M E N T A R Y  S C H O O L  

G A T O R  G A Z E T T E  E * N E W S  

Michael Shusda—President 

Michael Mirizio —Vice-President 

Michael Donofrio 

Paul Farfaglia 

George Harrington 

Terri Kruegger 

Michael Leone 

Erin McDonald 

Mary Scanlon 

 

 NORTH SYRACUSE CENTRAL SCHOOL       

DISTRICT MISSION STATEMENT  

The students, residents and staff of the North 

Syracuse Central School District will work 

collaboratively to ensure a respectful and 

diversified learning environment. Our collective 

focus is to provide educational experiences and 

opportunities that inspire students to reach their 

individual potential as productive citizens.  

 

 

 

Adopted by the Board of Education, August 11, 2014  

North Syracuse Board of Education: 

Ms. Annette Speach  Superintendent of Schools   

 

Donald F.X. Keegan    Associate Superintendent for Business Services 

Jason Nephew   Assistant Superintendent for Human Resources 

Daniel Bowles   Associate Superintendent for Teaching and Learning 

Dawn Wilczynski  Assistant Superintendent for Instruction 

Valerie DiFlorio   Executive Director for Diverse Learning                   

    and Student Support 

Donna Marie Norton  Executive Director for Data and Accountability 

David M. Lunden  Building Principal 

 

Kathy See and Robin Floyd Secretaries    218-2300 

        Fax: 218-2385 

Anna Werksman  School Nurse    218-2303 

 

School Hours: 8:30-4:00     Student Hours:  9:00-3:20 
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It is easier to 

build strong 

children than to 

repair broken 

men.  

 

~Frederick 

Douglass  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Important Dates 
June 8th: Carnival 5-8pm 
June 21: Last day - 1/2 day—Noon Dismissal 
 
 
Race For Education 
Thank you for sending in labels and addresses!! We are 
still sending and receiving donations!  We are almost at 
$12,000! 
 
Box Tops  
Thank you all that collected and submitted boxtops for 
all school. Keep collecting now throughout the summer!! 
There will be a fall contest!! Don’t forget to download the 
Boxtop app for bonus boxtops for all school!! 
 
Yearbooks 
A few extra yearbooks will be available in the main office 
for $15 each. Checks should be made payable to Allen 
Road PTO. Starting mid June. 
 
 
 

Thank You 
Gina Baker  
PTO president 
 

 
 

 

 

A L L E N  R O A D  E L E M E N T A R Y  S C H O O L  

G A T O R  G A Z E T T E  E * N E W S  

http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/quotes/f/frederickd201574.html
http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/quotes/f/frederickd201574.html
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I want my 

children to have 

all the things I 

couldn't afford. 

Then I want to 

move in with 

them.  

 

~Phyllis Diller  

 

 

 

From the Health Office… 

This month we have a lot of business to take care of. 

Last day to pick up your child’s medication will be  

JUNE 21st through 4 PM. Any medication  picked up 

will be discarded. 

 

Please have your Doctor fill out a new  

 form for the next school year if 

needed. This can be printed from my website. 

 

New York State law requires students entering 

Kindergarten, 1st and 3rd grades to have a valid Health 

Examination. They may be dated anytime within 12 

months prior to the start of the 2018-2019 school year. 

Forms can be printed of my website. 

I will be working at school at the end of August. I will post 

the dates and times on my website, so if you would like to 

drop off medication or have any questions for me – I will 

be available, but please call before coming! I hope you 

have a  Summer – stay HEALTHY and SAFE!! 

Mrs. Werksman RN 
315-218-2303 or awerksma@nscsd.org 

 

A L L E N  R O A D  E L E M E N T A R Y  S C H O O L  

G A T O R  G A Z E T T E  E * N E W S  

http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/quotes/p/phyllisdil121653.html
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It is easier to 

build strong 

children than to 

repair broken 

men.  

 

~Frederick 

Douglass  

 

 

  

An interview with our ‘Principal for a Day’; 

Miss Elizabeth Smith... 
 

 

 

QUESTION #1:  Miss Smith, what was the most interesting thing you 

did across the day? 

Probably visit the classrooms...because they do something different than I do. 

 

 

QUESTION #2:  What was the biggest surprise about being Principal? 

That you are walking everywhere—you are going everywhere.  Like you have to do this 

and that and you don’t have time for anything that you really want to do. 

 

 

QUESTION #3:  How did it feel to meet with the Superintendent? 

It was cool because she would tell stories...and she would ask me a question in a cheery 

voice, I like how she does that.  I liked talking about how to make friends, and like what 

we should do to stop bullying and make more friends. 

 

 

QUESTION #4:  Do you think you would want to be a Principal? 

Yeah!  It seems pretty cool because you get to run the whole business, but you have to 

do a lot of work.  You pretty much have to work all day and you won’t get bored. 

 

 

QUESTION #5:  Would you do it again? 

Of course!  It’s super cool.  You get to go to classrooms and visit them.  I don’t get to do that.  

And because you are kind of in charge, I mean you can do kind of whatever you want. 

 

Great job Elizabeth—it was a pleasure having you as the building   
Principal for the day! 

 

A L L E N  R O A D  E L E M E N T A R Y  S C H O O L  

G A T O R  G A Z E T T E  E * N E W S  

http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/quotes/f/frederickd201574.html
http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/quotes/f/frederickd201574.html
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