
     Finally—I hope to see 

everyone at our Curriculum 

Nights on 9/11, 9/13, and 10/4 as 

we welcome and talk about all 

the challenges and changes facing 

us for the upcoming year.  I am 

excited to take on all that is in 

front of us for the purpose of 

giving each student the best 

education and opportunities 

possible!  Have a great month. 

     How did you play the 

game?  Did you always take the 

middle square in tic-tac-toe?  Did 

you connect your ships to be 

tricky or spread them out in 

Battleship?  And most 

importantly, where did you hide 

your flag in Stratego—”A Game 

of Strategy”? 

     Our strategies make us 

purposeful, and ultimately 

determine effectiveness.  As we 

enter a new school year, Allen 

Road, along with the entire 

North Syracuse School District 

will begin to implement it’s new 

three year Strategic Plan. It offers 

us a defined purpose and 

direction for all staff, students, 

and parents, to ensure 

effectiveness in student learning.  

I hope you will take some time 

to become familiar with the 

document which will drive our 

efforts, energies, and initiatives 

over the next three years.  I also 

plan to take some time each 

month at our PTO meeting to 

look at and discuss various parts 

of this plan—I look forward to 

you being a part of this ongoing 

dialogue. 

     Also, please note that our 

newsletter each month will be 

emailed out to all parents, with 

the full version always available 

online.  Please go online over the 

next few days to read all of the 

important and interesting 

information that is part of our 

full September Gazette.  In future 

months, you will be able to link 

directly to the complete 

document the email, which will 

include items listed as “Inside 

This Issue” on the left. 

The new school year is already 

off to a great start with 

kindergarten and new student 

orientations, a new board, new 

fundraisers and initiatives, and 

our Back To School Barbecue. 

Please join me in welcoming our 

new board: Sarah Corsivo, 

Helene Degan, Jackie Cokran, 

Theresa Capria, Erin Lachut, and 

Kelly Rodoski.  

Also, our Facebook page has had 

a facelift and we hope you will 

“Like” it and share your 

thoughts. 

Please visit the ARE PTO 

webpage for full information on 

events, agendas, contact 

information and more...Here’s to 

a GREAT year! 

 

  ~ Tina Gauthier, PTO President 
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9/11   1st and 2nd Grade Curriculum Night @ 

6:30 

9/13   3rd and 4th Grade Curriculum Night @ 

6:30 

9/19   PTO Meeting  @ 6:00 

9/24   PTO Fall    Fundraiser begins being donated to organizations 

including Golisano Children’s 

Hospital, Elmcrest Children’s 

Center, Camp Healing Hearts, 

The Molly Project, GiGi’s 

Playhouse, and more.  Each 

organization being a part of our 

local community and showing 

our students that they can help 

those in need right in our own 

back yard. 

     McMahon-Ryan has given a 

great deal to our school in 

providing the ‘High Five’ 

program in our classrooms free 

of charge for three years.  I hope 

you will join me in coming out 

Friday, February 10th to enjoy a 

great meal ($7.00 p/person), and 

bid on pottery made by our own 

staff, to raise money for an 

outstanding organization.  I’m 

proud because we care enough 

to care for 

others at Allen 

Road.  Thank 

you! 

February is always the easiest 

newsletter article to write 

because each year it is about one 

of my favorite events at Allen 

Road—the Labor of Love. 

     Every school seems to have 

it’s own ‘signature events’ that 

are tradition, are exciting, and of 

which they are proud.  Allen 

Road has the tradition of our 

Carnival for more than 50 years, 

our Halloween and Christmas 

events that are exciting and full 

of fun.  And for me, Labor of 

Love is the one in which I take 

the most pride. 

     This year we will again host 

catered family dinner, some 

Valentine’s activities for fun, and 

our auction of staff made pottery 

pieces.  The money raised 

through the auction will be 

donated this year to the 

McMahon-Ryan Advocacy 

Center.   

     I take pride in the fact that 

while we serve students and 

provide a great social experience 

for them at our evening events, 

this one in particular focuses on 

giving and caring for others in 

our own community.  Over the 

years, students bidding on (and 

parents supporting those bids!) 

has resulted in more than $7,000 

     Welcome to February!!   

     This month we look forward to 

our 9th annual Labor of Love event 

on Friday, February 10th from 6-

8pm. Come join us for an amazing 

meal, desserts, crafts, and a photo 

backdrop. We will also hold our 

silent pottery auction, which will 

feature pottery made by our very 

own Allen Road faculty and staff! 

All profits from this event will go 

to McMahon/Ryan Child Advocacy 

Center. Please read more at  

http://www.mcmahonryan.org/ to 

learn more about how they help 

our community.  

                                              

Our PTO meeting for February is this 

Wednesday, 2/1 at 6pm in our school 

library. Everyone is welcomed and 

childcare is available. Come and get a 

brief overview of the safety protocols 

that are in place to keep your child 

safe during emergency situations. 

Dave Lunden will be there to answer 

any questions you may have.  

Please read further in the gazette for a 
full overview of everything the PTO is 

doing for your child’s school this 

month and the rest of the school year.  

Ashley Kirby and Kim Kennedy 

PTO Presidents 

arepto@gmail.com 

 

Gator ‘Tales’... 

I N S I D E  T H E  

O N L I N E . . .  

Contact  Information 

PTO Information for 

February 

Health Office           

Information 

Important Building      

Announcements 

February Calendar 

February Menu 

PTO News and Views 

“Education is not filling a 
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 2/1—6:00—PTO 

Meeting 

 2/2—Jack 

Gramlich visiting 

for 2nd Grade 

 2/9—MGR Players 

visiting for    

Kindergarten 

 2/10—6:00—

Labor Of Love 

 2/20—2/24—

February break 

 

 

In the        

Spotlight 

In place of a photo link 
this month, please take a 

moment to visit our 
 

ARE PTO Facebook 
 

page and like us to stay 
connected with 

announcements, pictures 
of events, and more 

communication about our 
Allen Road Community! 

http://www.mcmahonryan.org/
http://www.mcmahonryan.org/
http://www.mcmahonryan.org/
http://www.mcmahonryan.org/
https://www.facebook.com/search/top/?q=allen%20road%20elementary%20school%20pto
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A leader is a 

dealer               

in hope. 

 

~Napoleon 

Bonaparte 

 

Central Office Administration: 

Allen Road Elementary Office Staff: 

 

A L L E N  R O A D  E L E M E N T A R Y  S C H O O L  

G A T O R  G A Z E T T E  E * N E W S  

Michael Shusda—President 

Michael Mirizio —Vice-President 

Paul Farfaglia 

George Harrington 

Elizabeth Kasch 

Michael Leone 

Scot McClintock 

Jacqueline Owens 

Mary Scanlon 

 

 NORTH SYRACUSE CENTRAL SCHOOL       

DISTRICT MISSION STATEMENT  

The students, residents and staff of the North 

Syracuse Central School District will work 

collaboratively to ensure a respectful and 

diversified learning environment. Our collective 

focus is to provide educational experiences and 

opportunities that inspire students to reach their 

individual potential as productive citizens.  

 

 

 

Adopted by the Board of Education, August 11, 2014  

North Syracuse Board of Education: 

Ms. Annette Speach  Superintendent of Schools   

 

Donald F.X. Keegan    Associate Superintendent for Business Services 

Jason Nephew   Assistant Superintendent for Human Resources 

Daniel Bowles   Associate Superintendent for Teaching and Learning 

Dawn Wilczynski  Assistant Superintendent for Instruction 

Valerie DiFlorio   Executive Director for Diverse Learning                   

    and Student Support 

Donna Marie Norton  Executive Director for Data and Accountability 

David M. Lunden  Building Principal 

 

Kathy See and Robin Floyd Secretaries    218-2300 

        Fax: 218-2385 

Anna Werksman  School Nurse    218-2303 

 

School Hours: 8:30-4:00     Student Hours:  9:00-3:20 
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It is easier to 

build strong 

children than to 

repair broken 

men.  

 

~Frederick 

Douglass  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Labor of Love 

We hope to welcome you this month at our Labor of Love dinner event on February 10
th
 at 

6pm at our school. Tickets will be $7 a person. A silent auction will be held also. All profits 
from the event will be donated this year to McMahon/Ryan Child Advocacy Center.  
Volunteers are still needed for the night of the event. If you could give an hour of your time, 
please contact us at arepto@gmail.com 

 

Afterschool Enrichment – 3rd Quarter 

This week you should have seen the afterschool enrichment paperwork come home in 

your child’s folder. If you don’t see it by Friday, please email Kim at the PTO email and she 

will be sure to get one to you. Deadline for ASE sign ups is February 10
th

.  No late 

applications will be accepted.  

This quarter the following will be offered:  

Basketball (k-2: Tuesdays/ 3-4: Mondays)  

Karate (Wednesday) 

Theater (Thursday) 

Bricks 4 Kidz (Wednesday) 

 

Yearbook 

Yearbook fliers will be going home soon. Please send in your order form no later than 
Friday, March 3

rd
. Any questions, please email Courtney at AREPTO@gmail.com 

 

Race for Education Committee 

We are starting the planning for Race for Education. We are looking for volunteers for our 
school fundraiser.  If you could help in any way, please email us at arepto@gmail.com  
Date will be announced at our February PTO meeting.  

Carnival Committee 

On top of Race, which is new to our spring event line up, we are jumping feet first in 
planning our school Carnival which is June 2nd.  If you can help plan the big event, please 
reach out to us at arepto@gmail.com. 

 
Thank You 
Ashley Kirby and Kim Kennedy 
PTO Co-Presidents 
 

 

A L L E N  R O A D  E L E M E N T A R Y  S C H O O L  

G A T O R  G A Z E T T E  E * N E W S  

http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/quotes/f/frederickd201574.html
http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/quotes/f/frederickd201574.html
mailto:arepto@gmail.com
mailto:AREPTO@gmail.com
mailto:arepto@gmail.com
mailto:arepto@gmail.com
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It is easier to 

build strong 

children than to 

repair broken 

men.  

 

~Frederick 

Douglass  

 

 

A MESSAGE FROM THE DISTRICT… 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
Recently we have experienced an increase in student 
drop-off and parking issues.  You may have seen me 

more present during morning bus arrivals. 
 
While I understand the rush of everyone’s morning schedules—please read over the following 
points and support us in maintaining the highest level of safety for all of our students, as well as the 
most efficient way for our busses to complete our morning drop-off. 
 

 At the north entrance (the wide entrance closest to the front doors) there are two ‘NO 
PARKING’ signs.  Please refrain from parking in these areas as it impacts visibility pulling in and 
out and places cars and students directly in the line of traffic as more than 10 busses pull in 
every morning. 

 

 Do not use the area at the north entrance to complete a ‘U-Turn’. 
 

 When dropping off your child, accompany them to the front door.  Do NOT send students by 
themselves across the front grass from the roadside—this puts them in the position of walking 
in front of and/or between moving busses either entering or backing up. 

 

 We ask that parents park, and/or drop-off students in the south lot—which does have a ‘turn 
around’ at the end of the first row so that you can drop your child right at the end of the 

A L L E N  R O A D  E L E M E N T A R Y  S C H O O L  

G A T O R  G A Z E T T E  E * N E W S  

http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/quotes/f/frederickd201574.html
http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/quotes/f/frederickd201574.html
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I want my 

children to have 

all the things I 

couldn't afford. 

Then I want to 

move in with 

them.  

 

~Phyllis Diller  

 

 

 

        From the Health Office… 
Well, we are moving fast through the winter months, without too 
much illness here at Allen Road. 

Continue taking good care of yourselves and your children is the key 
and doing the following enhances it: 

Good handwashing 
Getting enough rest 
Eating healthy 
Getting exercise 
Making  sure you have breakfast  
Making sure you and your children have regular check- ups at the 

Doctors. 

Friendly reminders:  

Cough drops are not allowed in school without a Doctor’s note. 

If your child had an accident, surgery or for some reason need to be 
out of Physical Education – I require a note from the Doctor, ER and 
a note for being released back into Physical education. 

 LOST & FOUND:  Our lost and found boxes are overflowing,      
please come and take a look if your child is missing anything. I will 
bring the contents to the rescue mission at the end of the month. 

Wellness wakeup call: this month we will be learning about: Label 
reading. Recipe of the month is- Apple raisin spice muffins, look for it 
on my website! 

As always, please notify me if there are any changes in your child’s 
health 

Have a wonderful Holiday Season,  

 

Mrs. Werksman RN 

218-2303 or awerksma@nscsd.org  

A L L E N  R O A D  E L E M E N T A R Y  S C H O O L  

G A T O R  G A Z E T T E  E * N E W S  

http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/quotes/p/phyllisdil121653.html
mailto:awerksma@nscsd.org
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I want my 

children to have 

all the things I 

couldn't afford. 

Then I want to 

move in with 

them.  

 

~Phyllis Diller  

 

 

 

         

Come be a part of the            
Allen Road ELV’s! 

 

 

 

 

 

 
If 

you are interested in volunteering your time, please contact us at the 
Main Office and we will get you connected right away!  Thank you! 

 

 

IMPORTANT PARENT                       
NOTIFICATION  

~ BUILDING PROCEDURES~ 

 

Over the first months of the year we have discovered some confusion and/or 

miscommunication over certain building procedures.  Please make sure you 

are aware of the following expectations when visiting: 

 For classroom parties and celebrations, younger siblings should not attend.  While 

we know this may present some childcare issues, our intent is maintain a focus on 

the student/classroom being celebrated. 

 When visiting for lunch, please remember that we do not allow ‘fast food’ to be 

brought in to the cafeteria, as we try to promote healthy eating habits across the 

district.  Parents may still bring in food from outside the school, but with a   

healthier focus.  Thank you for your support! 

A L L E N  R O A D  E L E M E N T A R Y  S C H O O L  

G A T O R  G A Z E T T E  E * N E W S  

Early Literacy Volunteers 
We need volunteers to work with our Kindergarten students.  

Our instructional focus is based on letter names, sounds, sight 

words, blending, decoding and reading.     

 

A little time makes a big difference!  Volunteers 

provide one-on-one tutoring services for just 15 minutes at a 

http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/quotes/p/phyllisdil121653.html
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