
one at our Curriculum Nights on 

9/11, 9/13, and 10/4 as we wel-

come and talk about all the chal-

lenges and changes facing us for 

the upcoming year.  I am excited 

to take on all that is in front of us 

for the purpose of giving each 

student the best education and 

opportunities possible!  Have a 

great month. 

     How did you play the 

game?  Did you always take the 

middle square in tic-tac-toe?  Did 

you connect your ships to be 

tricky or spread them out in 

Battleship?  And most important-

ly, where did you hide your flag 

in Stratego—”A Game of Strate-

gy”? 

     Our strategies make us pur-

poseful, and ultimately determine 

effectiveness.  As we enter a new 

school year, Allen Road, along 

with the entire North Syracuse 

School District will begin to im-

plement it’s new three year Stra-

tegic Plan. It offers us a defined 

purpose and direction for all 

staff, students, and parents, to 

ensure effectiveness in student 

learning.  I hope you will take 

some time to become familiar 

with the document which will 

drive our efforts, energies, and 

initiatives over the next three 

years.  I also plan to take some 

time each month at our PTO 

meeting to look at and discuss 

various parts of this plan—I look 

forward to you being a part of 

this ongoing dialogue. 

     Also, please note that our 

newsletter each month will be 

emailed out to all parents, with 

the full version always available 

online.  Please go online over the 

next few days to read all of the 

important and interesting infor-

mation that is part of our full 

September Gazette.  In future 

months, you will be able to link 

directly to the complete docu-

ment the email, which will in-

clude items listed as “Inside This 

Issue” on the left. 

     Finally—I hope to see every-

The new school year is already 

off to a great start with kinder-

garten and new student orienta-

tions, a new board, new fundrais-

ers and initiatives, and our Back 

To School Barbecue. 

Please join me in welcoming our 

new board: Sarah Corsivo, Hele-

ne Degan, Jackie Cokran, There-

sa Capria, Erin Lachut, and Kelly 

Rodoski.  

Also, our Facebook page has had 

a facelift and we hope you will 

“Like” it and share your 

thoughts. 

Please visit the ARE PTO 

webpage for full information on 

events, agendas, contact infor-

mation and more...Here’s to a 

GREAT year! 

 

  ~ Tina Gauthier, PTO President 

I N S I D E  T H E  

O N L I N E . . .  
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9/11   1st and 2nd Grade Curriculum Night @ 

6:30 

9/13   3rd and 4th Grade Curriculum Night @ 

6:30 

9/19   PTO Meeting  @ 6:00 

9/24   PTO Fall    Fundraiser begins available online, followed by 

parent/teacher conferences 

April  17th, 18th, and 19th.  

Click here for an article on 

how to prepare for these. 

• Race For Education kicks 

into high gear this month as 

students complete mailers 

and we begin to send them 

out.  This event is critical to 

the success of everything 

else we do across the year 

for our students, as it is our 

ONLY fundraiser.  Please 

take the time to take ad-

vantage of the online feature 

this year to get labels ready, 

and donations coming in—

the more families that par-

ticipate—the more we can 

offer our students. 

     Here’s to the final arrival of 

spring and the final stretch of the 

year! 

 

     Welcome to April!  While we 

expect to see a break in the 

weather this month , what we 

WON’T see is a break in the 

excitement here at Allen Road! 

     Looking back for a moment, I 

want to send out a huge thank 

you to our staff for putting to-

gether a fantastic PARP month 

and Literacy Night!  Thank you 

as well to you as parents for 

modeling the importance of liter-

acy at home by reading with your 

child and creating some fantastic 

PARP projects!  Check out these 

great follow up parent resources! 

     Looking ahead to what April 

holds, there are a few very im-

portant items to mark on the 

calendar to stay informed as 

parents.  These include: 

• Next week is NYS ELA 

testing.  Our students have 

worked hard and are going 

to do a great job showing 

the state all they have 

learned across the year! 

• Wednesday April 11th is 

our PTO meeting where 

Assistant Superintendent 

Don Keegan will visit to 

share an overview of this 

years budget. 

• On Friday, April 13th, 3rd 

quarter report cards will be 

     Happy Spring!! Thank you to 

those who purchased yearbooks and 

Square One Art!  Race For Education 

is now underway and new this year is 

the option for online labels. Check 

out arepto.org and click create/

manage your labels. So far we have 

151, but our goal is 2500 labels. This 

event is critical as it is our ONLY 

active fundraiser for the playground 

we need. Watch your child’s folder, 

or our Facebook/Twitter pages for 

updates and information over the 

next few weeks! We are also starting 

to plan this years Carnival!! If you 

would like to be a part of planning, 

or have some ideas please reach out to 

arepto@gmail.com or via Facebook.  

     At the end of this year, some of our 

PTO board members and coordinators 

are moving to the middle school, leaving 

open positions. Nominations take place 

in April, with voting in May. Please visit 

the ARE PTO Facebook or webpage for 

full information on positions and what 

you can do to help our Allen Road kids.  

Our PTO meeting this month is on April 

11th at 6pm in the school library. Child 

care is available for the evening. 

 
Gina Baker 

PTO president 

 

Gator ‘Tales’... 

I N S I D E  T H E  

O N L I N E . . .  

Contact  Information 

PTO Information for 

April 

4th Grade Peer-To-Peer 

Information 

Health Office           

Information 

April Calendar 

April Menu 

PTO News and Views 

“Education is not filling a 

pail but the lighting       

of a fire.” 

 ~William Butler Yeats 
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U P C O M I N G  

E V E N T S . . .  

• 4/2—School 

Spirit Day 

• 4/10—4/12—

3rd/4th Grade 

NYS ELA   

Testing 

• 4/13—Report 

Cards available 

online 

• 4/17—4/19—

Spring Parent/

Teacher Con-

ferences (4/18 

Half Day) 

• 4/23—4/27—

Spring Recess 

 

 

In the        

Spotlight 

 

PARP month also includes 
some great classroom 
writing celebrations!   

 

Don’t forget to follow  

@AREPrincipal  

to see tweets of great 
student work being 

shared from our Writ-
er’s Workshop model! 

 

 

https://www.arepto.org/
https://www.arepto.org/
http://www.education.pa.gov/Teachers%20-%20Administrators/Federal%20Programs/LiteracyLife/Pages/Websites.aspx
http://www.nscsd.org/districtpage.cfm?pageid=932
http://www.nscsd.org/districtpage.cfm?pageid=932
http://arepto.org
mailto:arepto@gmail.com
https://twitter.com/AREPrincipal?lang=en
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A leader is a 

dealer               

in hope. 

 

~Napoleon 

Bonaparte 

 

Central Office Administration: 

Allen Road Elementary Office Staff: 

 

A L L E N  R O A D  E L E M E N T A R Y  S C H O O L  

G A T O R  G A Z E T T E  E * N E W S  

Michael Shusda—President 

Michael Mirizio —Vice-President 

Paul Farfaglia 

George Harrington 

Michael Leone 

Erin McDonald 

Jacqueline Owens 

Mary Scanlon 

Patrick Svoboda 

 

 NORTH SYRACUSE CENTRAL SCHOOL       

DISTRICT MISSION STATEMENT  

The students, residents and staff of the North Syra-

cuse Central School District will work collabora-

tively to ensure a respectful and diversified learn-

ing environment. Our collective focus is to provide 

educational experiences and opportunities that 

inspire students to reach their individual potential 

as productive citizens.  

 

 

 

Adopted by the Board of Education, August 11, 2014  

North Syracuse Board of Education: 

Ms. Annette Speach  Superintendent of Schools   

 

Donald F.X. Keegan    Associate Superintendent for Business Services 

Jason Nephew   Assistant Superintendent for Human Resources 

Daniel Bowles   Associate Superintendent for Teaching and Learning 

Dawn Wilczynski  Assistant Superintendent for Instruction 

Valerie DiFlorio   Executive Director for Diverse Learning                   

    and Student Support 

Donna Marie Norton  Executive Director for Data and Accountability 

David M. Lunden  Building Principal 

 

Kathy See and Robin Floyd Secretaries    218-2300 

        Fax: 218-2385 

Anna Werksman  School Nurse    218-2303 

 

School Hours: 8:30-4:00     Student Hours:  9:00-3:20 
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It is easier to 

build strong 

children than to 

repair broken 

men.  

 

~Frederick 

Douglass  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Important Dates 
April 11th: PTO meeting at 6pm in the school library  
May 17th: Race for Education 
June 8th: Carnival 5-8pm 
 
 
Minutes from March Safety Meeting found here https://drive.google.com/open?
id=16vpRnYgAUjrca1RmPHi9WWtX9T1P0Kl5 
 
 
AFTER SCHOOL ENRICHMENT 
Our last quarter of After School Enrichment starts the beginning of May. We are 
always looking for new and exciting ideas for next year. Please reach out to the 
PTO if you have an idea that you’d like to see available to the students next year. 
 
 
Race For Education 
Our Race Day is Thursday, May 17th. Our students will be able to enjoy the nice 
spring weather while raising funds for our school! As usual, profits from the Race 
help fund our school’s events, field trips for every grade level and more! We also 
will be saving funds to replace the old part of the playground as a capital project. 
 
 

Thank You 
Gina Baker  
PTO president 
 

 
 

 

 

  

A L L E N  R O A D  E L E M E N T A R Y  S C H O O L  

G A T O R  G A Z E T T E  E * N E W S  

http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/quotes/f/frederickd201574.html
http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/quotes/f/frederickd201574.html
https://drive.google.com/open?id=16vpRnYgAUjrca1RmPHi9WWtX9T1P0Kl5
https://drive.google.com/open?id=16vpRnYgAUjrca1RmPHi9WWtX9T1P0Kl5
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I want my 

children to have 

all the things I 

couldn't afford. 

Then I want to 

move in with 

them.  

 

~Phyllis Diller  

 

 

 

From the Health Office… 
Sometimes it can be difficult for a parent to decide whether to send children to school 
when they wake up with early symptoms of an illness or complaints that they do not feel 
well.  In general, unless your child is significantly ill, the best place for them to be is in 
school.  However, there are some situations in which it is best to plan on keeping your 
child home for a day of rest or to arrange for an appointment with your health care 
provider.  The following are a few such situations that warrant watching and possibly 
conferring with your health care provider: 

 
 Temperature greater than 100°, or a fever that requires control with medication.  A child with fever 
should not return to school until they are free of fever for 24 hours without taking fever reducing medica-
tion 
 
 Vomiting or diarrhea - child should not return to school until the symptoms have resolved for 24 hours 
and the child is able to keep down food and liquid 
 

 Child is too sleepy or ill to profit from sitting in class all day 
 

 Significant cough that makes a child feel uncomfortable or disrupts the class 
 

 Sore throat that is severe, accompanied by fever and/or feeling ill, that persists longer than 48 hours 
 

 Honey-crusted sores or a rash especially if accompanied by other symptoms or illness 
 
 Red or draining eyes –if student is diagnosed with pink eye (conjunctivitis) they must be on 
antibiotic drops/ointment for 24 hours before returning to school 
 

 Large amount of discolored nasal discharge, especially if accompanied by facial pain or headache 
 

 Severe ear pain or drainage from the ear 
 

 Severe headache, especially if accompanied by fever 
 

 Any condition that you think may be serious or contagious to others. 
 

 
Wellness Wakeup Call:  This month we will be learning about 
“The Power of Plant Protein” 
 
Look for a healthy recipe on my website. 
 
As always – you can contact me at any time either by email @: 
awerksma@nscsd.org or call 315-218-2303. 
 
Enjoy your Spring break!! 
 
Mrs. Werksman RN 
315-218-2303 or awerksma@nscsd.org 

A L L E N  R O A D  E L E M E N T A R Y  S C H O O L  

G A T O R  G A Z E T T E  E * N E W S  

http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/quotes/p/phyllisdil121653.html
mailto:awerksma@nscsd.org
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It is easier to 

build strong 

children than to 

repair broken 

men.  

 

~Frederick 

Douglass  

 

 

  

PEER TO PEER PROGRAM 

 

 

A district wide program is underway again this year to help ease the 
transition of 4th graders to middle school.  The Peer to Peer program 
matches 4th grade students with 5th grade student pen pals.  The program 
is designed to help decrease the anxiety that some 4th graders feel as they 
begin to think about leaving the elementary school they have called home 
for five years and venturing out to their new middle school. 

 

During the first part of the program, 4th grade students write letters 
to their 5th grade pen pal asking questions about middle school life.  The 5th 
graders respond answering the questions and introducing themselves to 
their new friend.  On Wednesday, May 30th, 4th grade students will visit 
Roxboro Road Middle School, meet their pen pals and participate in a spe-
cial building tour prepared by their 5th grade “buddies.” 

 

As part of the tour, 4th graders will have an opportunity to practice 
opening lockers, learn about after school activities and clubs and meet 
some of the middle school staff.  After the tour, 4th graders will be familiar 
with the building they will be entering in September and have their first 
friend at the middle school.  If you have any questions, feel free to contact 
me at Allen Road at 218-2300. 

 

 

IMPORTANT PARENT                       
NOTIFICATION  

~ PUBLICITY OPPORTUNITIES~ 

 

During the school year, your son or daughter may have the opportunity to 

have his/her photo taken, video image and voice recorded, and/or art 

and written work published in connection with a school district activity or 

program.  Your child’s photo (image) and school work may be published 

in local newspapers, posted (displayed) on the district’s Internet site, or 

used by the requesting organization (local TV or print media) for their 

programming, i.e., backup and their news stories. 

A L L E N  R O A D  E L E M E N T A R Y  S C H O O L  

G A T O R  G A Z E T T E  E * N E W S  

http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/quotes/f/frederickd201574.html
http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/quotes/f/frederickd201574.html
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